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“You are a Priest Forever” 
Hebrews 5:1-10 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Jesus is our eternal High Priest after the according of Melchizedek.  In light of the magnitude 
of our text I would like to begin with the following quote. 
 

Some years ago, major magazines began to study the phenomenon they called “marketing Jesus.” It 
seems to me putting it that way sets in stark relief the incompatibility between marketing and the 
Christian faith. Think of it—do we really believe we have to “market” Jesus? How about marketing 
“grace”? Or let’s get downright ludicrous: how would you go about “selling” eternal life? It seems to me 
the questions answer themselves. And yet the church marketing business goes on cranking out ads for 
everything from “our handsome young pastor and his beautiful wife” to “we have more services to offer 
you and your children” to “we have the biggest cross in town”! I guess I would have to say that if we 
really think we have to “sell” salvation, we’ve lost the essence of what it means!1 

 
Friend, has it really come to this?  In our desire to be current and culturally relevant, let us not 
put so much make-up on the gospel that we fail to see Him for who He is.  Is our view of the 
living Christ so anemic that we must cosmetically alter His church, His body, so that others 
might find Him attractive?  Isn’t the pageantry that is Christ enough?  How far must we go in 
accommodating the fickle appetites of the mixed multitude?  The author of Hebrews preaches 
Jesus without delusion or distraction.  There is no slight of hand or double-talk when it comes 
to who He is and what He has done in securing His people from their sin. 
 
Hebrews 5 continues the thought established concerning Jesus Christ as our great High Priest.  
How, however, did Jesus become a high priest when He is not of Aaron or Levi descent?  This 
passage begins a study of our Lord’s appointment through the line of Melchizedek (5:1-7:28).  
This larger text can be broken into three sections. 
 

• Hebrews 5:1-10 – Through Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is appointed High Priest by God 
o Hebrews 5:11-6:20 – an exhortation to believe this 

• Hebrews 7:1-10 – Through Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is superior to the Levitical 
priesthood 

• Hebrews 7:11-28 – Through Melchizedek, Jesus Christ is superior to the Aaronic line. 
 
Many of us have had the experience of applying for employment without knowing anyone at 
the place of employment.  It is always easier when someone within the system knows who you 
are and this is especially true if that someone sits at the top.  When I was in High School I 
sought employment at a company that made instrument cases.  It was a tremendous help 
when the uncle of the girl I was dating was in charge of hiring and firing.  This entire book has 
a singular message.  As it relates to our standing before the Father, who you know and who 
knows you makes all the difference in the world as to whether or not your sins are forgiven. 
 
Our study of Hebrews speaks of a fundamental problem we have as humans.  The most 
fundamental issue we face is how can anyone be right before God?  The issue isn’t what you 
know, but rather who do you know.  As we consider this text in the larger context I cannot 
help but push us to the BIG IDEA as it is found in Hebrews 7:23-25 and Hebrews 8:1, 2. 
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23 The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death 
from continuing, 24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood 
permanently. 25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since 
He always lives to make intercession for them. (Heb. 7:23-25) 
 
1 Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true 
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.  (Heb. 8:1, 2) 

 
Does this text not make you pant after Him?  If I am thinking correctly, then all of my pressing 
problems pale in comparison to this most fundamental problem. My most fundamental 
problem, when addressed in Christ, make all my others problems seem small.  It is imperative 
we place this entire study into its historical context.  For His immediate Jewish audience and 
the threat of returning to the Old Testament shadow, the words of our author could not be 
more pronounced.  There is finality and an unbelievable air about the entire passage and book.  
Everything they longed for is now present.  The mystery and majesty of God has become 
embodied in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  With this in mind, let us study this text with 
the larger idea in the forefront of our thinking.  Hebrews 5:1-10 forms a chiastic structure.  It 
looks as follows. 
 
A the old office of high priest (v. 1) 
 B the sacrifice offered by the high priest (v. 1) 
  C the weakness of the high priest (vv. 2, 3) 
   D the appointment of the high priest (v. 4) 

D the appointment of Jesus, the new high priest (vv. 5, 6) 
  C the suffering of the new priest (vv. 7, 8) 
 B the sacrificial provision of the new priest (v. 9) 
A the new office of high priest (v. 10) 
 
The author’s intent is to show how Jesus became our high priest through the line of 
Melchizedek.  In order to facilitate the study, I will simply work through the passage. 
 
First, let us look at what the Old Testament (i.e. Type/Shadow) High Priest was like (vv. 1-4).  
Any student can go to the Book of Leviticus to read how extensive the role of priest/High 
Priest was/is.  Yet in the enormity of the writing, one will be impressed with the limitations of 
the high priest.  Despite their lofty status in society and before God, they are still limited and 
partial. 
 
Three things will be noted by our author.  Initially, the office of High Priest will be marked.  
Then, the question as to their role will be noted, and finally, why they were limited in what 
they could offer. 
 
We begin by considering their office - High Priest ([who they are] vv. 1a, 4).  The discussion 
concerns the office of High Priest.  Again there are three ideas concerning the old office of high 
priest.  Initially, the High Priest is “from among men.”  He is one of them.  There is a large idea 
of race representative present within our text and throughout Hebrews.  We have already 
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noted this from 2:5-18.  Hebrews 5:2 speaks of their ability to sympathize with the weaknesses 
of the people they represent.  The High Priest is no better or worse than those he represents.  
He is “cut from the same cloth.” 
 
The author then speaks of his “appointment.”  In the old order, God established mediation 
through the priesthood and in particular the high priest.  Aaron was the first to take the office 
of “high priest” (Exod. 28:1, 2; 29:4, 5). The succession was to be through one of his sons, and 
was to remain in his own family (Lev. 6:15).  This, however, could not always be followed.2  In 
the days of Herod, he nominated no less than six high priests and the Roman legate also 
exercised the right of appointment, as did Agrippa I and II. 
 
It is important to remember the great insult and travesty visited upon the nation of Israel to 
have someone like Herod and the Roman legate3 [commander] appointing their nation’s high 
priest.  There is significant horror and shock in all of this.  Their religious sensibilities are being 
victimized by the gentile dogs.4  
 
Finally, the High Priest in his office is “on behalf of men.”  He represents them.  By the mere 
idea that we need someone to speak in our behalf suggests we are deficient.  We need someone 
who will mediate between ourselves and God.  The language of our text reminds us that 
something isn’t right, something “smells.” 
 
Often when watching our grandchildren it will become apparent that something is wrong.  
Someone did something that taints the air in the room.  Once the symptom is known a search 
ensues with the intent of discovering the problem.  Upon discovery, I look for a sympathetic 
mediator who will come to my aid with the resulting exclamation, “Grandma!”  In short order 
the problem is resolved, only to repeat itself in due time.  This text reminds us that something 
is wrong (v. 1 – “on behalf of men, to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins”; v. 3 – “he is 
obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for himself”). 
 
From identifying the office itself, the author now speaks of the work he engaged in – for the 
people and for himself ([what they did] vv. 1b, 3) ― to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.  The 
author is thinking principally of the Day of Atonement rite, as is clear from Heb 9:7. This ritual 
was celebrated to atone for “all the sins of the Israelites” (Lev. 16:34). 
 

The High Priest had to offer a sin offering not only for the sins of the whole congregation, but also for 
himself (Lev. 4:3-21).  The most important duty of the High Priest was to conduct the service on the Day 
of Atonement, the tenth day of the seventh month of every year. Only he was allowed to enter the Most 
Holy Place behind the veil to stand before God. Having made a sacrifice for himself and for the people, he 
then brought the blood into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled it on the mercy seat, God’s “throne” 
(Leviticus 16:14-15). He did this to make atonement for himself and the people for all their sins committed 
during the year just ended (Exodus 30:10).5 
 
Every year on Tishri 10 the Kohen Gadol [High Priest] would perform a special ceremony to purge 
defilement from the Tabernacle or Temple as well as from the people of Israel (see Leviticus 16 for the 
details). In particular, in addition to the regular daily offerings, he would bring a bull and two goats as a 
special offering, and the bull would be sacrificed to purge the mishkan/temple from the defilements 
caused by misdeeds of the priests and their households (Leviticus 16:6). He would sprinkle the blood of 
the bull inside the veil of the Holy of Holies upon the kapporet (i.e., the cover of the Ark of the Covenant). 
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Then he would draw lots and select one of the two goats to be a sin offering on behalf of the people (this 
goat was designated L'Adonai - "to the LORD"). He would likewise enter the Holy of Holies sprinkle the 
blood of the goat upon the kapporet. Finally, the High Priest would lay both hands upon the head of the 
second goat (designated "for Azazel") while confessing all of the transgressions of the people. This goat 
was then driven away into the wilderness, carrying on it "all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited" 
(Lev. 16:22).6  

 
There is an intensity we perhaps overlook in this entire dialogue.  The life of the nation of 
Israel revolved around the movable Tabernacle and the permanent Temple.  For the believing 
Jew, everything hinged on this one thing.  The temple/tabernacle proper was made up of two 
compartments.  The first called the holy place is where several pieces of furniture were located 
such as the candlesticks and the table of bread.  Designated priests could enter this area.  
Another area beyond the holy place was the holy of holies.  Here was the Ark of the Covenant 
and on top of this was the mercy seat.  The ark contained Aaron’s rod that budded, the two 
tablets of stone and a jar of manna.  Each of them was a witness to God and the covenant He 
cut with the nation. 
 
Once a year on what is identified as the Day of Atonement the High Priest would enter the 
holy of holies and offer a blood sacrifice for his sins and the sins of the nation.  Only the High 
Priest could do this.  No one else was allowed to enter the holy of holies, and only on this day 
could it be entered. 
 
This day was a fearful day.  There wasn’t any kind of casualness to this approach that we 
currently enjoy or presume.   It was a high honor placed on the high priest, but it was not 
something they enjoyed with any degree of levity or flippancy.  They came with awe and 
wonder.  Fear filled their hearts.  If they did not come, wrath would be forthcoming. 
 
Not only does the text identify the office and the work, but we also read of their weakness – 
they are beset with weakness ([they are finite] v. 2).  In contrast to the temporal role of the 
earthly High Priest, we have Jesus.  As a husband, father, and grandfather, a son and brother, 
an uncle and friend, I find that I often disappoint those I love.  Regardless of my intent and no 
matter how hard I try, I fail.  I let down those who look to me for affirmation, acceptance and 
provision.  As I grow older I also look back to my own parents and siblings and remember 
how critical I’ve been and how age has tempered my tongue and attitude toward those who 
perhaps unknowingly let me down.   
 
This text speaks of humanity’s frailty as it exhibited itself through the High Priest to the nation 
of Israel.  They disappointed and they failed simply because they were sinners.  Yet our text 
speaks of one who never disappoints and who never fails and His name is Jesus.  From the old 
office of high priest, we now turn to the new office of high priest. 
 
Second, what Jesus (i.e. Antitype/Substance) our High Priest is like (vv. 5-10).  Earlier we 
noted the old, now we consider the new ([who He is – His person] vv. 5, 6, 10). 
 
Jesus is “from among men” (see also Hebrews 2:5ff).  Hebrews 2:5-18 and 4:14, 15 assures us 
that Jesus is “from among men.”  Friends, we have a high priest who knows the frailty of our 
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souls.  He is doing for us what we could never do for ourselves.  We are the ones barred from 
God’s mercy seat.  
 
And not only is he from among men, but like the old office He too is appointed (vv. 5, 6).  Jesus 
did not assume the role of High Priest for personal gain or individual glory.  What He did, He 
did by divine appointment and design.  Verse 10 speaks of Jesus being identified or “hailed” 
by God as high priest. 
 

Addressed by him, or greeted by him. The word here used does not mean that he was appointed by God, 
or ‘called’ to the office, in the sense in which we often use the word but simply that he was addressed as 
such, to wit, in Ps 110:1-7.7 

 
The author of Hebrews is the only New Testament writer to cite Ps 110:4, here and in Heb 7:17, 
21, to show that Jesus has been called by God to his role as priest.8  Like the old office, so also 
the new, He serves “on behalf of men.”   
 
Since Jesus is not of Levi’s line, how did He become a high priest? Through whose 
appointment?  Five times in the New Testament, Jesus is called, directly or indirectly, “a priest 
after the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 17). The text in Hebrews 5:5-10 
presents two examples of the designation of Jesus as a high priest. 
 

The priesthood of Melchizedek is used by the author of the book of Hebrews to prove the claim that Jesus 
Christ was a high priest. In Israel, the High Priest had to be a Levite and a descendant of Aaron. Since 
Jesus was from the tribe of Judah and a descendant of David, it was impossible for the writer of Hebrews 
to say that Jesus was a high priest. The writer of the book of Hebrews then is saying that Jesus became a 
high priest, not because he was a descendant of Aaron. Jesus became a High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek because he was a descendant of David and a legitimate successor of the legacy left by David 
when he became king of Jerusalem. By saying that Jesus became a priest after the order of Melchizedek, 
the author of Hebrews is emphasizing that Jesus “become a priest, not according to a legal requirement 
concerning bodily descent” (Hebrews 7:16-17), but because of the promise made to David that he and his 
descendants would become priests forever after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4).9 

 
From the office of priest, the author turns to His work - ([what He has done] vv. 7-9).  He never 
offered up any sacrifice for sin in His own behalf.  Elsewhere in our study we have noted how 
Jesus took on human nature.  This addition made Him “weak.”  Yet none of His weakness was 
a consequence of any sin. 
 
As High Priest, He embraced suffering (vv. 7-9a).  It is apparent from this text that our Lord 
functioned and fulfilled His role as High Priest.  Reference is made to His encounter and 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (John 17).  Our Lord, as the Son of God, obeyed His Father 
even to the point of death on a cross (Heb. 12:2).  It is only through His passive and active 
obedience that an eternal salvation could be secured.  He would succeed where others failed.  
It is because of His appointment and obedience He is able to secure an eternal salvation (v. 9b). 
What He offers to those who obey Him is eternal salvation.  He has done what those born of 
Aaron could never do. 
 
Friend, Jesus is the Perfect Savior. 
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The incarnation is not only about who God is, it’s also about what God is doing—God is in the process of 
restoring all things. Throughout the ages many have raised questions about the incarnation. One question 
they’ve asked is, “Why go to all this trouble?” Some might wonder why God doesn’t just give us the 
information and let us pull ourselves out of our own mess. And the answer is that a restoration of this 
magnitude is something only God can accomplish.10 We cannot do it for ourselves. Others have asked 
why would [God] go to all the trouble of fully entering and sharing our experience. Why not just “say the 
word” and make everything right again? Because that’s the only way to actually restore our experience of 
human life—all of it.11 It can only be restored from within—by God entering it and pouring out the love 
that can change us all. The good news of the Gospel is that Jesus did just that—he went into the abyss of 
human suffering in order to redeem all of us who have been trapped there.12  There is no depth of 
suffering in human experience that Jesus did not reach. And the profound love he poured out for us all at 
the cross changes everything!13  

 
There is no lack or deficiency is what Jesus did and provides.  To turn from Him and believe 
more must be done is to look elsewhere for something that can never be found apart from 
Him.  He is everything, and everything else is as nothing. 
 
Friend, my desire is for us to see our significant need and to deposit it at the feet of our eternal 
high priest.  Listen to the text of Scripture (Matt. 11:28-30; Mark 9:21-24; John 21:15-17). 
 

28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 
30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." (Matt. 11:28-30) 
 
21 And He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood. 22 

It has often thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, 
take pity on us and help us!" 23 And Jesus said to him, "'If You can?' All things are possible to him who 
believes." 24 Immediately the boy's father cried out and said, "I do believe; help my unbelief." (Mark 9:21-
24) 
 
15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus *said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me 
more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He *said to him, "Tend My 
lambs." 16 He *said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, 
"Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He *said to him, "Shepherd My sheep." 17 He said to him the third 
time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do 
you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to 
him, "Tend My sheep. (John 21:15-17) 

 
Friend, 

• Are you like the woman caught in adultery? 

• Are you waking up in the pig’s sty realizing you’ve squandered your father’s blessing? 

• Are you the rabbi named Nicodemus coming with pretense only to be told you must be 
born again? 

• Are you like Peter who denies his Lord in the face of open opposition? 

• Are you like the immoral individual who has nothing left to offer? 

• Are you destitute, are you broken, are you so confused you have no prayer other than 
“Jesus, be merciful to me a sinner?” 

 



 

 

7 

Is this you?  Is this me?  Friend, we have a Savior who offers an eternal salvation from sin’s 
intolerable debt.  The author’s intent is to show that Jesus Christ is God and is accessible and 
known.14 
  

3 this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the 

man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For 
this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth. (1 Tim. 2:3-7) 

The warning passage repeats the admonition in 2:1-4.  What hope do we have if we neglect, 
dismiss, and ignore Him?  What escape do we have from eternal punishment in hell and 
separation from Him if we cast aside the Lord Jesus as our one and only high priest? 
 
Our question for this study is straightforward, but begs an answer, “Do you know this Jesus?” 
 
                                                 

1 http://thewakingdreamer.blogspot.com/2009/10/save-forever-heb.html  
2 Failing a son, the office devolved upon the brother next of age: such appears to have been the practice in 

the Maccabean period. In the time of ELI, however (I Sam. ii. 23), the office passed to the collateral branch of 
Ithamar (see Eleazar). But Solomon is reported to have deposed Abiathar, and to have appointed Zadok, a 
descendant of Eleazar, in his stead (I Kings ii. 35; I Chron. xxiv. 2, 3). After the Exile, the succession seems to have 
been, at first, in a direct line from father to son; but later the civil authorities arrogated to themselves the right of 
appointment. Antiochus IV., Epiphanes, for instance, deposed Onias III. in favor of Jason, who was followed by 
Menelaus (Josephus, "Ant." xii. 5, § 1; II Macc. iii. 4, iv. 23).  http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/7689-
high-priest  

3 “A Legate is a Legion Commander who is both a Senator and a fighter of Centurion quality. A Legate is 
to be addressed as "Lord" or Legate on the battlefield. This is only a Roman rank, but it will be observed. He or 
she has earned the privilege. As a symbol of their rank, a Legate must wear white cape with purple borders.” 

http://www.romanempire.net/romepage/CmnCht/legate.htm  
4 “In Rabbinical Literature, the High Priest is the chief of all the priests.  The Great Sanhedrin alone had 

the right to appoint, or confirm the appointment of, the high priest. His consecration might take place only in the 
day-time. Two high priests must not be appointed together. Every High Priest had a "mishneh" (a second) called 
the Segan, to stand at his right.” http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/7689-high-priest 

5 http://www.gotquestions.org/high-priest.html “The Torah states that Yom Kippur was the only time 
when the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies and call upon the Name of YHVH to offer blood sacrifice for 
the sins of the people. This "life for a life" principle is the foundation of the sacrificial system and marked the 
great day of intercession made by the High Priest on behalf of Israel.” 
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Fall_Holidays/Yom_Kippur/yom_kippur.html  “On the Day of 
Atonement he alone entered the Holy of Holies, to make atonement for his house and for the people (Lev. xvi.); 
on that occasion he wore white linen garments instead of his ordinary and more costly vestments. He alone could 
offer the sacrifices for the sins of the priests, or of the people, or of himself (Lev. iv.); and only he could officiate at 
the sacrifices following his own or another priest's consecration (Lev. ix.). He also offered a meal- offering every 
morning and evening for himself and the whole body of the priesthood (Lev. vi. 14-15).” 
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/7689-high-priest 

6 http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Fall_Holidays/Yom_Kippur/yom_kippur.html  
7 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Hebrews 5:10. 
8 “Two verses are quoted in this text (their placement makes them appear as one selection!).  The first 

quote is form Psalm 2:7, one first stated earlier in 1:5.  This verse is well-known in ancient writings.  It and was 
often repeated to affirm the deity of Jesus.  This was a key verse in early Christological debates in the Church, 
which probed the question: Who is Jesus?  A blessed human?  A part of God through adoption at baptism?  A 
lesser version of God -- or as true God?   Theologically, the quote invokes the Christology of John's Gospel: Jesus 
was not a created being, a lesser form of God, but one who is "begotten not made" -- as the Nicene Creed 
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expresses it.The second quote, Psalm 110:4, raises a number of historical questions.  It introduces a legendary 
figure, who is discussed in Genesis 14 in his dealings with Abraham.  What is unique about this figure, the author 
asserts, is the historical continuity of God's plan in relationship to Jesus.  Melchizedek is a proto-type for what 
culminates in Jesus as God's son, High Priest par excellence for all humanity.” 

 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?lect_date=3/25/2012&tab=3 
9 http://doctor.claudemariottini.com/2007/04/jesus-high-priest-after-order-of.html  
10 Jürgen Moltmann, Jesus Christ for Today’s World, 41: “In the Bible it is always God himself who ‘carries’ 

the people’s sins, and in this way brings about reconciliation. … God himself is the atoning God.” Cf. also Jürgen 
Moltmann, The Crucified God, 178. 

11 Moltmann, The Crucified God, 185, says that it was “Through his suffering and death” that “the risen 
Christ brings righteousness and life to the unrighteous and the dying.” 

12 cf. Study Catechism, q. 45; cf. also Jürgen Moltmann, The Church in the Power of the Spirit, 91.  Cf. 
Moltmann, Church in the Power, 95 Moltmann, Crucified God, 246, 277. 

13 The entire quote is from http://thewakingdreamer.blogspot.com/2009/10/save-forever-heb.html  
14 “Its language demonstrates sophisticated rhetorical strategies for convincing listeners that in Jesus 

Christ God is accessible and known.” 
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?lect_date=3/25/2012&tab=3  


